
Neat facts about whooping cranes... 
 
 

An average Whooping Crane (WC) egg is  102 mm long (4 inches), and 
weighs 208 grams (7 ounces).  

 

 Whooping crane eggs are incubated, on average, for  30 days. 
 

 Egg color  var ies from a soft  b lue to a gray-green or  tan, usual ly with tan 
and brown splotches. 

 In the wi ld both parents feed and raise the chick.  
 

 The splotchy color of the egg provides natural  camouf lage against the 
russet colors of  the nest.  This helps keep i t  safe from predators. 

 

 Wild female Whooping cranes normal ly produce 2 eggs but usual ly only 
one chick survives.  

 

 Whooper chicks have down, not  feathers, when they hatch.  
  

 Whoopers are born with b lue eyes that change color as they grow older. At 
about three months, their  eyes wi l l  be a v iv id aquamarine color .  At 
approximately s ix months of  age their  eyes wi l l  be br ight  gold.  

 

 Whooper parents have to teach their  chicks to eat and dr ink.  They teach 
them to eat by catching food for  them-- insects,  smal l  f ish and 
invertebrates, and smal l  mammals l ike mice or  voles.  

 

 There is  only one remaining f lock of  wi ld,  migratory whooping cranes. This 
f lock,  number ing fewer than 200 birds,  migrates annual ly f rom Wood 
Buffa lo Nat ional Park in northern Canada to the Aransas Nat ional Wildl i fe 
Refuge on the Texas Gulf  coast.  This arduous journey is  a lmost 2700 
mi les and takes several  weeks.  They migrate th is  path wi th their  young-of-
the-year chicks, which are usual ly around 5 months old when the migrat ion 
begins.  I t  was this  f lock that  once dwindled down to only 15 birds in the 
ear ly 1940's.  Act ive intervent ion on the part  of  the United States 
government,  the Canadian government and numerous conservat ion groups 
helped pul l  th is  f lock from the br ink of  ext inct ion.  

 
 


